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Herons around Australia are finally out of boat sheds and 
back on the water. In this issue we have lots of great 
photos and reports from NSW regattas, news of the 

Heron class revival in Tasmania, photos of a new Heron 
construction and regattas in SA and flood recovery in 
Queensland. Check out our national calendar for upcoming 
regattas to help you plan your next Heron sailing adventure. The 
Notice of AGM can be found on page 3 with details about how 
to join the virtual meeting. We welcome contributions to the 
Heron Newsletter. Please email any stories or photos to 
katedcarey@gmail.com. 

Measurement News 
The measurement committee has been very active in recent 
months. You can find all you need to know about building and 
measurement, including Peter V’s instruction for modifying 
centreboards to meet the 30mm minimum forward lower corner 
radius at https://heronsailing.com.au/building-and-
measurement/. 

2022 NSW Heron Junior State Title competitors at Concord Ryde sailing 
club in March.

mailto:secretary@heronsailing.com.au
https://heronsailing.com.au/building-and-measurement/
https://heronsailing.com.au/building-and-measurement/
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National Calendar 

Heron Sailing National Calendar

April 23/24 Coffs Harbour Sprint Regatta Coffs Harbour NSW

April 30/May 1 Qld State Titles Jack Holt Regatta Lake Cootharaba Qld

November NSW State Titles

January 5-11 2023 62nd Heron Nationals Largs Bay SA

To keep us all aware of racing opportunities and to assist with planning sailing holidays here is 
a national calendar of upcoming events. Please send any dates or even tentative dates for 
regattas in your area and we can let the wider Heron sailing community know.  Send dates and 
regatta details to the newsletter editor katedcarey@gmail.com.

Vale Dugald McDougall 

Dugald McDougall, a life member of 
the National Heron Association, an 
officer of many national titles and a 
stalwart of the Tasmanian Heron 
Association, passed away in Hobart 
on the 18th February 2022 at the 

age of 93. 
Gary Brunton had the honour of 
presenting Dugald his Life 

Membership badge at the 38th 
Nationals in Tasmania.  

Dugald was an esteemed, respected 
and loved life member of Lindisfarne 
Sailing Club, who contributed time 
and energy selflessly for many 

decades.  
A man who many will remember 
fondly. Dugald McDougall sailed 
Heron 8365 Lively Lass.  

2023 Nationals 
The 62nd Heron Nationals are re scheduled 

for 
 5-11 January 2023.  For more information, 

contact saheron@heronsailing.com.au 

Join in discussions and 62nd Nationals News 
on Facebook 

Click here 

After COVID enforced “gap” years in 2021 
and 2022 we are looking forward to 

welcoming a big fleet from all states to our 
fabulous shores for a great regatta.  

So start planning your trip!  

And send us a message if you need any help.

mailto:saheron@heronsailing.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HeronSailingAUS/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
mailto:katedcarey@gmail.com
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NATIONAL HERON SAILING ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INC.  
ABN 79 884913220 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
  

The AGM of the NHSAA Inc. will be held on Tuesday 10 May 2022 at 8.00 pm AEST  
Remotely as a Zoom meeting (link to join or phone number details below),  

AGENDA 
1. Opening of meeting 
2. Apologies 
3. Acceptance of minutes of the 2021 AGM  
4. Business arising from the minutes  
5. President's report  
6. Treasurer's report  
7. Measurement Committee report  
8. Registrar's report  
9. Newsletter Editor's report  
10.Webmaster's report  
11.Election of Officers of the Association for 2022-23 

President 
Vice President SA  
Vice President Qld  
Vice President NSW  
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Registrar 
Editor of the Newsletter 

  
Present Officers have indicated they are willing to continue with the exception of Jim Fairlie, our Registrar.  
Nominations may be made at the meeting.         
12.Confirmation of Public Officer 
13.Appointment of Auditor 
14.General business eligible for consideration at an AGM  
Close  
  

To Join Zoom Meeting:  
Wayne Spencer is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
  
Topic: NHSAA 2022 AGM 
Time: May 10, 2022 08:00 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85265184982?pwd=c1JnOWxObDBDQ0VqQ3RGUW1PM3Ntdz09 
  
Meeting ID: 852 6518 4982 
Passcode: 239107 
One tap mobile 
+61861193900,,85265184982#,,,,*239107# Australia 
+61871501149,,85265184982#,,,,*239107# Australia 
  
Dial by your location 
        +61 8 6119 3900 Australia 
        +61 8 7150 1149 Australia 
        +61 2 8015 6011 Australia 
        +61 3 7018 2005 Australia 
        +61 7 3185 3730 Australia 
Meeting ID: 852 6518 4982 
Passcode: 239107 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcbQBrB9Bu 
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Tasmania News
How good it is to be reporting to Heroners that 
we are trying very hard to restart the class here in 
Tasmania. The Tasmanian Heron Sailing 
Association has been re-formed and a public 
meeting will be held in the next few weeks to 
gauge support and hopefully draw some boats 
back to the fleet. Some newer members may not 
know that the first Heron racing fleet in Australia 
was in Hobart in the late 1950's. The boats were 
mostly 700 series sail numbers, but the oldest 
Heron was number 678 and it has been 
purchased by the National Association and is 
now in a museum in Victoria. I would like to 
sincerely thank the National Association for its 
wonderful support of our recent efforts. They 
have been in regular contact and supported us in 
every possible way. We also thank John Nobbs 
and the South Brisbane fleet for their generous 
support too. 

This attempt has been prompted by the 
rediscovery of a brand new Heron hull that was 
built in 2001, but never fitted out. It was in a 
container for around 20 years before being given 
to wooden boat enthusiast, Holly Puckering of 
Hobart. The boat was built to a contemporary 
racing standard and shape, but has a striking 
traditional cedar look. Holly is currently fitting it 
out and it is hoped that it will be launched in the 
next few months. If you are interested in following 
the journey, there are clips online, '20 years in a 
Container' and an active Facebook diary. 

In other good news, well-known former Heroner, 
Matthew Pearce has repurchased the well-
performed 10161 Cutting Edge, which he built as 

a 17 year old apprentice in 1996. Over winter he 
intends to refurbish it to racing standard and to 
train his small son in the joys of Heron sailing. 
Matthew's father, the equally well-known Tony 
Pearce of 10185 This is the Life, has agreed to 
resume his role as class Measurer. 

In further exciting news, 1972 National Champion 
Heron 8555 Wiwirri has been sold by the 
Lindisfarne Sailing Club to teenager Luca 
Puckering. He also intends to refurbish it to 
contemporary racing standards. For those 
interested in Heron history, this boat was built by 
multiple national champion, Andrew Payne, who 
also built the famous boats 8998 Eigen Vector and 
7814 Sobraon, which have both made their mark 
on the national scene over the years. We hope the 
offer will be successful and that 'Wiwirri' will 
become a regular fleet member again. 

Four Tasmanians will be heading to Sydney over 
Easter to inspect recent developments in Heron 
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Tasmania News
construction and refurbishment. National President Paul 
Armstrong is going to host us at Port Hacking Sailing Club, to 
help us understand the various options and techniques. 

We also thank the South Australians, who have also agreed to 
the National Association's request to lend us the 
demonstration Heron, so that we can promote the class more 
fully. We are hoping that this will arrive in Tassie around 
ANZAC Day. We already have our first family lined up to try 
sailing a Heron. 

On a sadder note, we recently farewelled class stalwart Dugald 
McDougall, who spent 50 years associated with the class, and 
the family Heron 8365 Lively Lass featured in a number of 
family reminiscences. He will be missed. 

Anthony Morgan  
(formerly 8984, 9753 & 8765)

Anthony Morgan (centre) at the launch of his Andrew Payne built 9753 Dynamite Jack in 1981-82 
at the Heron Nationals Speers Point, Lake Macquarie.

8555 Wiwirri on the cover of the Heron 
Newsletter in June 1978, 



National Heron Sailing Association of Australia Vol. 61 No. 1 March 2022

6

South Australia 

Don Rantanen has finished another Heron. 10358 Black Arrow is ready to go. 

Congratulations to Darryl Emery and Enid 
Philips of Largs Bay SC, 57th SA State 
Champions!  

Darryl and Enid sailed 8292 Silent but Deadly, 
(formerly Enigma) to win the title.  

8292 last won a state title in the1990/91 season, 
31 years ago. She has been beautifully restored 
by Darryl. Runners up were Daniel Rantanen and 
Will Clough in 10358 Black Arrow, a brand new 
boat (see pictures below).

Right: Darryl Emery and Enid Philips of Largs Bay SC 
with 8292 Silent but Deadly
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New South Wales News 

Interclub Regatta - Lake Macquarie
Between COVID isolations and heavy rain it was 
a roll of the dice as to how many would be able 
to make Lake Macquarie for the Heron weekend 
in late February. However, those who 
successfully negotiated the perils of 2022 were 
rewarded with a great turnout of boats and 
some dry weather (much to the disgust of those 
still stuck in Sydney). 

Speers Point were superb hosts on Saturday and 
nearly 20 boats made an appearance on the 
start line. Challenging wind conditions meant 
the course was moved a few times. However, we 
got underway on an unconventional start line, 
but one which no doubt provided great viewing 
for those in the clubhouse! Race 1 had a range 
of wind strengths, but the usual faces were soon 
mixing it up at the pointy end of the field. A long 
race saw some snakes and ladders in the 
standings as the wind provided opportunities for 
those who were willing to chance banging a 
corner to pick up some places. Hugh & Zach Tait 
(10226 Funky Chicken) sailed well to take the 
win from Paul Armstrong & Scarlett Sturwohld 
(10272 O for Awesome). Peter & Joel Vaicirugus 
(10353 Wise OId Owl) narrowly holding off Kylie 
& Mia (10298 2 Flamingoes Dancing) to take 
third place.  

After a short break Race 2 quickly got underway 
in lighter conditions but a shortened course. 
Again the conditions were variable and the 
starboard rounding made for an interesting 
windward mark for some. The fleet did well to 
finish as the breeze continued to drop, a 
downwind finish under the clubhouse made for 
some close tactical sailing on the final run. Peter 
& Joel (Wise Old Owl) led the way ahead of Kylie 
& Mia (2 Flamingoes Dancing) with Paul & 
Scarlett (O for Awesome) sailing a consistent 
race to take out 3rd across the line.  

Back ashore and the competitors were well 
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NSW Interclub regatta continued… 

catered for by the galley team at Speers Point. 
There was much enthusiasm about the venue, 
with the whole club from race officials to galley 
support making the Heron fleet very welcome. 
Some settled in for a night under the stars 
praying the rain would stay away, whilst others 
packed up and headed for more weather 
resistant accomodation before a quick trip 
down the lake for Sunday.  

Another light, but thankfully dry, day waited 
competitors as they arrived at Toronto on 
Sunday. With Narrabeen managing to conjure 3 
more boats to add to the start line for day 2. 
Rohan did a superb job coordinating racing 
with the limited availability of club resources 
and lack of wind. Race 3 was a pursuit with a Le-
Mans start, which provided much entertainment 
for the crews as they got to stretch their legs on 
land rather than under the toe straps. A crew 
change and favourable handicap on 10163 
Murra Ngura saw them sail away to an easy 
victory in the very light conditions, however the 
time adjusted start put them back to 4th on the 
results list. Ryan & Finnegan Savage (9261 Blue 
Hula) got the best of the fickle conditions to 
take the race win, with Dave & Thomas Johnson 
(10288 She said Yes!) coming through in 
second closely followed by Travis Read and 
Naomi Pickles (10269 Heronosaurus) in third. 
Back ashore and it everyone was watching the 

wind and their watch as they wondered if a final 
race could be achieved. After a good feed from 
the Toronto SC galley, we ‘drifted’ back towards 
the starting area where a committee boat was 
desperately trying to establish a wind direction 
for the final course. Under very light conditions 
the final race got underway with Kylie & Mia (2 
Flamingoes Dancing) taking an early lead to the 
first mark. As the wind veered and dropped it 
was a tactical game that saw a few movements 
during the second lap before a very gentle drift 
back across the finish line where Travis & Naomi 
(Heronosaurus) managed to take a narrow lead 
closely followed by Kylie & Mia (2 Flamingoes 
Dancing) with Dave & Thomas (She said Yes!) 
bringing home 3rd place.  

It was terrific to see such a strong turnout for the 
weekend and a great opportunity for everyone 
to sail on some different waters. The Heron fleet 
impressed both clubs with their numbers and 
enthusiasm for light wind sailing! After 4 races it 
was the consistency of Kylie & Mia (2 
Flamingoes Dancing) taking out the overall lead 
ahead of Peter & Joel (Wise Old Owl) with Travis 
& Naomi (Heronosaurus) in third place. On 
Handicap it was Mark & Sarah Levy (10257 
Game On) who took the win, followed by Ryan & 
Finnegan Savage (Blue Hula) and then Rohan & 
Lara Nosworthy (10359 Hooray for Birds) in 
third.



National Heron Sailing Association of Australia Vol. 61 No. 1 March 2022

9

New South Wales News 

NSW Lake Macquarie Interclub Regatta 
26 & 27 February 2022

Kylie and Mia Vaiciurgis in 
10298 2 Flamingoes 
Dancing, victorious at the 
Interclub Regatta 
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New South Wales News 

NSW Heron Junior State Championships 
It was light winds and dark skies that greeted 
the crews who attended the Junior State 
Championships. Third time lucky in securing a 
venue after the fire at Narrabeen early in the 
season and a last minute clash with some 
rowers at Dobroyd meant that Concord Ryde 
Sailing Club came to the rescue at the 11th 
hour to host an amazing event at short notice.  

After watching the glassy waters from the 
sailing club deck it was an enthusiastic race 
officer who led the fleet out to start the 
weekends sailing. Race 1 was a longer course 
and the wind did its best to challenge both the 
Junior/Junior and Junior/Senior teams. Fickle 
conditions saw several lead changes in the 
challenging conditions, but not even the 
downpour mid race could wipe the smiles from 
the faces of the juniors as they crept their way 
around the course. In the Junior/Junior division 
it was Ella & Tim Donovan (10184 Grumpier) 
who crossed the line first ahead of Kahlin John 
& Archie Sacre (9637 Phar Lap) in second with 
Alec & Liam Huxley (Murray Ngurra) in third. In 
the Junior / Senior fleet it was Michael Straffon 
& Chris Sant (10260 Non Sequitur) leading 
ahead of Justin Chan & Wayne Spencer (10157 
Cirrus) and Olivia & Chris Loring (10279 Icy 
Pole) in third.  

After some lunch and a much shortened course 
the teams took to the water once more to 
contemplate a changing tide and what Race 2 
may have in store. The wind was again light but 
at least consistent and the rain held off for Race 
2. In the Junior / Junior it was Kahlin & Archie 
(9637 Phar Lap) who led the race from start to 
finish ahead of Alec & Liam (10163 Murray 
NGurra) in second with Zoe Sant & James 
Straffon (10295 Red Santa) in third. In the 
Junior/Senior it was Alana & Jonny Harrison 
(Pearl) who found some form and led the race 
from the start, with a close battle behind that 

Olivia & Chris Loring (10279 Icy Pole)

Zoe Sant & James Straffon (10295 Red Santa) 

Justin Chan and Wayne Spencer (10157 Cirrus)
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New South Wales News 

NSW Heron Junior State Championships 
saw Justin & Wayne (Cirrus) take second ahead 
of Olivia & Chris (Icy Pole).  

Straight into Race 3 as the Race Officer defied 
the weather gods to get in a third race before 
the wind completely disappeared! Another 
short course with light winds saw Kahlin & 
Archie (Phar Lap) deliver another strong 
performance to take the win from Zoe & James 
(Red Sant) with Alec & Liam (Murray Ngurra) 
completing the top 3. Junior / Senior saw a 
consistent result from Alana & Jonny (Pearl) 
ahead of Justin & Wayne (Cirrus) and a closely 
fought 3rd place for Michael & Chris (Non 
Sequitur) 

Post race pizza courtesy of the NSW Heron 
Association has become a long standing 
tradition at the Juniors, and this year did not 
disappointed with many of the smaller sailors 
consuming at least their own body weight in 
pizza presumably hoping for more wind on day 
2! 

Some overnight rain saw damp conditions in 
the dinghy park on Sunday morning, but 
thankfully no rain during the day. The light 
winds continued and after a short 
postponement the race officer optimistically 
took to the water to get some shorter courses 
underway for day 2. Race 4 was started in light 
but consistent breeze and saw close racing in 
both fleets. In the Junior / Juniors it was Zoe & 
James (10295 Red Santa) who took the win 
ahead of Ella & Tim Donovan (Grumpier) and 
Jack Powning & Sam Huxley (10278 Silver 
Feather) rounding out the top 3. In the Junior / 
Senior it was again Alana & Jonny (Pearl) who 
led from the start to post a third straight win 
ahead of Justin & Wayne (10157 Cirrus) and 
Olivia & Chris (10279 Icy Pole) in third.  

Results can be found on the http://
nsw.heronsailing.com.au/results/ Akito Koike & Dominic Pudney (10163 Murra NGurra)

Kalin John & Archie Sacre (9637 Phar Lap)

Ella & Tim Donovan (10184 Grumpier)
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NSW Heron Junior State Championships 
Over lunch there was much adding up of results 
with only 2 points separating the top 3 in the 
Junior / Junior fleet.  

The final race got underway on a shortened 
course as the teams battled to stay in the wind 
and away from the tide. As the wind dropped at 
the end of the race there was a nail biting (but 
slow motion) final leg as 3 boats went from a 
300 metre lead to fighting for position as they 
drifted in glassy conditions towards the club 
finish line. After leading the race from start to 
finish Kahlin & Archie (Phar Lap) fell victim to the 
fickle winds to manage a 4th place. It was Ella & 
Tim (Grumpier) who took the win after storming 
the final leg to claw back a 300 metre deficit 
ahead of Alec & Liam (Murray Ngurra) and Zoe 
& James (Red Santa) in third. In the Junior/
Senior it was a similar tale with Alana & Jonny 
(Pearl) losing what seemed like an unbeatable 
lead on the final leg to eventually finish second 
behind Olivia & Chris (Icy Pole) with Jack 
Camier & Rowena Brown (Waffles) in third place.  

Back ashore and we were honoured to have Viv 
Picman join us to present the prizes. 

It was Viv and Mel who in 1983 first promoted the 
concept of a Junior Championships so it was 
exceptional to see Viv in attendance at the event 
which is still drawing a great attendance.  

In the Junior/Junior there was very tight results with 
only 1 point separating the top 3, but Kahlin & 
Archie (Far Lap) managed to clinch victory and 
retain their title from last season. Ella & Tim 
(Grumpier) took second place on equal points with 
Zoe & James (Red Santa). On Handicap it was Jack 
& Sam (Silver Feather) taking the win with Alec & 
Liam (Murray Ngurra) in second.  

In the Junior/Senior a consistent performance from 
Alana & Jonny (Pearl) saw them take first overall, 
with Justin & Wayne (Cirrus) in second closely 
followed by Olivia & Chris (Icy Pole) in third. 
Handicap results saw Claire & Aymeric Cabuil 
(Frangipani) take first place with Nash Pickles & 
Greg Fryer (Little Pickle) in second and Jack & 
Rowena (Waffles) third.  

A huge thanks to both Concord Ryde for stepping 
in last minute to host the event as well as Viv 
Picman for joining us to present the results.  

Above is a copy of the minutes from a NSW Heron Association AGM from 39 years ago, passed on by Grant Picman 
who is the son of Mel and Viv. Grant sails a Taser and his mum often comes down to watch the afternoon races. 
Unfortunately Mel has passed on. As you can see Mel & Viv Picman were the inspiration behind the NSW Heron 
Junior State titles. What foresight they had.
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New South Wales News 

NSW Heron Junior State Championships 

Kalin John and Archie Sacre (9637 Phar Lap) 
NSW Heron Junior State Champions Jr/Jr

Jack Powning and Ethan Feng (10278 Silver Feather) 

2022 NSW Heron Junior State Title competitors pictured with event founder Viv Picman (centre)
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New South Wales News 

Concord Ryde
It has certainly has been a different season of 
sailing between Covid affecting the 
beginning of the season, plus some of our 
members contracting it and isolating, or 
20knot plus winds one week and no wind at 
all the following. Even so it has been great to 
see so many Herons down week on week 
getting out there broadening their 
knowledge and giving it a go. 

Congratulations to Andrew Hoy 10204 Black 
Duck for taking out the Spring point score 
and Festive series so far. He is also in hot 
contention for the Autumn series and Club 
Championship Handicap. Chop chop goes 
the handicap as he improves on scratch. 

I would also like to welcome Bill & Ned Olsen 
10357 Duck Duck Goose, who have been out 
there mixing it up with the front end of the 
fleet in the beautiful boat that they built. And 
a welcome to Shane Greaves, 9157 Magic 
Dragon (2.0), who lovingly restored the boat 
that was destined for the wood pile and 
turned it into a true piece of competitive 
racing art. 

There have not been too many events held 
early this season apart from the State Titles at 
Saratoga for which Concord Ryde sailing club 
had great representation. Chris & Jessica 
Loring 10279 Ice Pole finished 7th overall and 
were also awarded First Family. Cathy 
Clapham and Olivia Loring, 10130 Raphael, 
went submarine after losing a buoyancy cap 
and capsizing in 25 knots of breeze. It’s a 
great story to hear over a few drinks. Concord 
Ryde won the Team club event.   

It is a shame the National Titles were 
cancelled in South Australia at Largs Bay 
Sailing club but we are now locked in for 5 – 
11th January 2023. Book it in the calendar as 
will be a great event. 

The NSW Heron association have been 
working hard to pull together the following 
events: 

- 23/24 April 2022 – Coffs Harbour Sprint 
Regatta (with Anzac day on the 25th this is 
a perfect excuse for a long weekend up 
in Coffs) 

- 30 April/1 May 2022 – QLD State Titles – 
Lake Cootharaba 

Please reach out to me if you wish to attend as 
it would be great to support the association 
and respective clubs. 

On a final and note, two of our Heron families 
are moving. Kate & Les Sturwohld, 10223 
Light Fury, along with Scarlett, Ollie & Jake are 
moving to Queensland for work. Jordan 
Fazio-Nagy, 9685 Billie Blue, is moving to SA 
for University. They will be sorely missed by 
CRSC and the Heron family but we wish them 
all the best and hope to see them on the 
water at the events and for a drink after. Once 
a CRSC Heroner, always a CRSC Heroner. 

 Allan Takacs 
10270 The Blue Pearl 

Concord & Ryde Sailing Club Up the river 
Club Magazine Link for a little light reading on 
all our classes go to -  http://
www.concordrydesailing.org.au/club-
magazine.html

http://www.concordrydesailing.org.au/club-magazine.html
http://www.concordrydesailing.org.au/club-magazine.html
http://www.concordrydesailing.org.au/club-magazine.html
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New South Wales News 

Concord Ryde Junior Heron Report
Hello Junior Heroners. 
It has been a bit hit and miss to get out in 
the morning to race but when we have it has 
been great to see four to five boats out. 
Congratulation to Justin Chan 10157 Cirrus 
for winning the spring point score with Tim 
Donovan 10184 Grumpier second and 
Nashala Pickles 10270 The Blue Pearl third. 
Looking forward to seeing Nashala Pickles 
out in his new boat 9197 Little Pickles 
(Orange to match his hair 😊 ) with his family. 
If you are interested in going sailing but 
don’t have a Heron to sail, please ask my 
dad (Allan Takacs) and he will see what can 
be done to organise a boat and adult crew if 
required. 
Looking forward to seeing you all on the 
water to end the season having lots of fun. 

Caitlin Takacs 
10100 Choppsy’s Seahorse

Prestart 5/2/2022 +20 Knots,  10270 The Blue Pearl sailed by Allan Takacs with Ollie Sturwohld planing practice. 
Photo courtesy of Nick Brown  

Nashala Pickles skipper in a new boat 9197 Little Pickles 
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New South Wales News 

Port Hacking Open Sailing Club
PHOSC is a small club located on the western 
shore of Yowie Bay within the Port Hacking 
Waterway located in the south of Sydney. 
Herons have been sailing at the club since the 
late 1960’s. 
At present the club has 14 registered Herons 
with the majority sailing on any one day. 
The club races Herons in a mixed Heron fleet 
of single handed and two crewed boats. 
Adjustments are made for different crew and 
weight combinations. 
Last weekend being the 12th & 13th of March 
2022 we conducted the 7th Annual Single 
Handed Heron World Titles. 
We had a good turn-out despite several locals 
being unavailable; Mick Armstrong with an 
injury incurred at the last Heron event; and 
myself being a victim of Covid.  
16 boats line up for the first race, competition 
was furious and racing close and intense. 
We conducted five races over the two days 
with fair winds and a bit of rain on the Sunday. 



National Heron Sailing Association of Australia Vol. 61 No. 1 March 2022

17

New South Wales News 

Port Hacking Open Sailing Club
I believe everyone had a great time and are 
wanting to try their hand at the next title in 
2023. 
I would like to thank all participants who came 
from far and wide and our local sailors, all of 
whom contributed to some great sailing. 
Visitors included Chris and Zoe Sant from 
Canberra YMCA Sailing Club, Chris Denman 
from Chipping Norton Lakes Sailing Club, 
Kate Sturwohld and Allan Takacs from 
Concord Ryde Sailing Club and a special 
thank you to Chris Carey who came all the 
way from Queensland to participate. 
Also, I would like to thank the Club volunteers 
who gave up their time to man the rescue 
boat, starters box and a multitude of other 
duties without whom we wouldn’t have been 
able to conduct the event.  A special thank 
you to Heron Association life member, Gary 
Brunton, who came up from Wollongong to 
assist and our Rear Commodore Russell 
Sullivan who gave considerable time in the 
running of the event.  
These titles are a great event and year after 
year it provides great sailing. 

Peter Connor  
10252 Grey Pearl 
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New South Wales News 

Narrabeen Scene
It’s been a hectic season at the lake with fires, 
floods and a plague of ants last week to 
complete the set!  

Despite all the challenges the season has been a 
success with our learn to sail program 
uninterrupted thanks to the amazing generosity 
of the Bic Open Skiff Association who loaned us 
a fleet of boats.  

We are bowled over by the generosity and 
support offered by sailors, sailing clubs and 
associations. Our sport is a small one but the 
quality of people involved is second to none!  

Our Heron fleet has been enjoying loads of short 
course racing. Short sharp 20 minute races with 
four per afternoon. There is always a hard fight 
for the pin end and the mark roundings are 
busy!  

Jonny Harrison has a beautiful new pink boat 
(10355 Pearl) which will surely guarantee Alana 
and Courtney as crews for life! New members 
Chris and Will Mottram (9984 The Silencer) have 
been racing more and more and took out their 
first bullet last week. Nick and Tristan Davies 
(9957 Appauled) have done the same.  Ed and 
Alexander Yates (9955 Excellerayson) have been 
sailing fast and enjoying developing their skills at 
State level as part of Team Narrabeen. It’s great 
to have Goughy (10163 Murra Ngurra) back on 
the water with Sammy as crew and enjoying it 
more and more every week.  

We are busy putting together Jr/Jr and Jr/Sr 
teams for the Junior States in two weeks time 
with Kalin John and Archie Sacre (Phar Lap 9637) 
keen to defend their title. It’s always an excellent 
event and a breeding ground for our young 
sailors. See you at DAC!  

Team Narrabeen  
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Tales from the Pointy End  

Alana Harrison 10355 Pearl

“What do you like 
about being crew” -  I 
like sailing with my 
Dad because it’s 
always fun and we 
have lollies in the 
boat! 

“What is your best 
memory” - When we 
sailed the 2022 NSW 
Junior 
Championships and 
came first in some 
very tricky conditions! 

“What is your worst 
memory” - Dad 
making us capsize in 
the 2021 NSW Junior 
Championships! 

"What else do you 
like about crewing a 
Heron” - I get to sail 
against all of my 
friends at Narrabeen 
who crew with their 
Dads too.
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Queensland News

Drone footage by Milo Holmes of the two story high South Brisbane sailing club on 28 February 2022.  
Milo Holmes Photography

The mud army cleaning up South Brisbane Sailing Club 
after the Brisbane River floods, 5 March 2022.

Back to regular levels again on Friday 4 March 

Resilient South Brisbane Sailing Club clean up crew
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